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Beschrijving onderzoek  
Since the introduction of novel systemic (neo-)adjuvant treatment in stage III and IV 
(NED) melanoma,  survival  has been a topic of interest in many trials. However, despite 
increases in short-term survival relapse free survival in this group of patients is still 
poor. Because it is possible that some of the survival benefit in this newly treated group 
is partially contributed to by the use of post-progression treatment regimen researchers 
have also included relapse-free survival as an important, sometimes primary, endpoint 
in recent trials. [1]. In 2016 Eggermont, et al. Reported a 40.8% 5-year recurrence-free 
survival rate in patients treated with ipilimumab as compared to 30.3% in placebo, and 
Dimitriou and colleagues reported a RFS of 88, 67 and 58% for combination dabrafenib 
trametinib (2018) for example. 
 
With increasing survival in these (neo-)adjuvant melanoma patients, it is becoming 
more and more clinically relevant to have a deep understanding of the rates and timing 
of recurrence and progression of disease. Furthermore it is crucial to determine the 
most effective post-recurrence/post-progression treatment options in these patients.  
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Unfortunately, we currently have very limited answers to these questions. However, 
with real world data as registered in the DMTR, we aim to provide insight into this 
extremely relevant and interesting topic . 
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